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TilE D ESTRUCT IV E POW ER OF RELIGIO~ 

J. Harold £1/ms 

R'·ligion is n sour"'' of r•·marknhl(> C'OWtOIIHion nml hopt•. It an·ount:s fOr 
human endul'anC't' thl'o.1gh thC' long rei\rh of our .Sp«'ies' pre("arious history. 
It is stirnulntf'd by nnrl :u tlw ~llllW titHl' driws nur spirituality, tllnt is, our 

hunger and que~t fo•· m<.>aning in liff.•. Ht•ligiou rt'SpQHfls to our innate sense 
that the ultimate meaning of OUI' lkc:s is ttam,.ccndenH•I. ~nul it oHCr~ the 

\\'Otlf'hcittws nnd l'ituals, tltC' id<':lS lUtd p•·ogrmu s, th:tt httlp US fornl\lltttE:" and 
express our scn.;;c ofliuk:tgc ''hh ttaus(·~udet• Ui l t'caHty-witll Cod. 

H<'ligion luts tnk•·•• umny fi•rm" in luuuan hiswry. Tho~t· nunu•rous ft> rm$ 

h:.W<' fOcused on n grC>at v;u·icty of points, d niming e:wh of lhem in various 
time~ ancl s.euings <H> t lu· ('cui ral un·auing 01' u·ucl• flw ltun•nnld ud. S0111t: reli­
gion is fOrm:• I is t if' ntH! full of prog•·:un'l ltnd pn>j L·c·t.s. Ot lwr l•incls it r<' nwdita­
live, touching a w:ry tif'ry p('t'SOnn11nn(\l' thint lb•· n•t!auilig. P•·ogrannnatic 
;md pr<>jcc·t-ori<·nu·d rc·ligion" m11y b<· t"n1h·d <·x ll'in~ic in tlwil' .:;pidtu~lity, 

while imPrior ;ul(l rrflN·1iw r<'ligious S(·~•u tnon·· intrinsic* \ V'hich suits ea<'h 
human be!lt is a m;u tel' of :.tyl\· nttln•r th:111 out' 11o dcgrt~ of SJ>il'itual authen­
ticity o r gt'nuinf'llf'~~. 

Sou)t> 1-eligious j)f:lC'ti<'t> i ~ 1110!11 fbf.ul!Cd 011 dogm:t o r liturgy. some de­
pends net1rly romplc tc·ly upon intuilivt• illumiumion ~~~~d psychospiritual in­
leriorily. As Toynbee is ll-:tid to " '"(' t'l"tllrtl'l,<.~d on htstory in gf'neraL it is 
certainly tnu- of dtt· hiiito .. y uf rdigioM. Till' 14.)1'rnali:.tic ~~pc..·'(·ts or religious 

insfiturions. <'f"t"eds, dog1nas. C'an011 )A\\; 1hr not~blc:> l'("('()rds of bi.shOJ'>S. ar<"h­
bishops.. curia", and J)()pi'': and the dt"<'l"t..T~ of eotntc-ils. consistor•es. 01" ron­
fr:urrnitic>S. whilr of l<'mpornry uwfithK'M, c'On\lilnl(• tht.• Aouam and jt•ts:un 

that "-ash do" n the stream of history iu to tht• ()('(>3n of relath'e trrele' arlC'Ie. 



,, 

Thf' re-al hismry of n·ligions is rmh•·r tin· ,·nri<'gat<•tl Iii(· lhnt is at play cJpc•p 
iJ) the strt'am of hisco.·y. '' hi'r~ ~•11 thC" unnociccd M"hools of rolol'ful life fOrms 
gaeubol. and on the bonk., ol' th~.· d w •· '' ht·•'t· both $im)Jic ami sopllis tkated 
folk frorn thf' h:1mlets. 'illag'(·S, onft g;ln!t~ .,ky~rr:t J>~>rs ("\'t'rywh€'rt\ lh·P Rnd 
tuO' e. sing aud dan<"f', fear nnd lH)JK", courh l"Af'h otht"-1' '' ith hands aud heal'ls. 
low· and mak(•luw, ll('Mr dailtln·n ami c·au"fltir.t• llwm, <·umtOrt thc•m in thc•ir 

losses, and bury chrir d<"ad "ith faith, hop(•, nnd dignity 
h ha.s long ~tt·mtd tO nu- quilc dc·nr that tlwo authcnucity of any form of 

t"f'ligion or pPrSOnal spirim:.li•y ck>J'('nd~ UJ)()n "'lwtlwr it "ill bury a C"hild. 
Can t.he Jr.piritualit)' that ,hapc·' my -...:••""' uf m<--an~ng, tlte t'digious ritual that 

rom tOns :1nd c·on~lrs nw, <'111Jl0"4'r nH' to MufnN- th~ t~rror of st.anrling a1 

the edge of the E-mJHY tomb iniO \du<'h I nuu,t finally lo"er my o" n In de 
one? lluman'\ haw ('rnfi,'fl thili qm"\lton in a\ ari"ty uf "ays. U~ually our \UJ 

of saying that mu.prakablt" St'nlt'rK'C is dt>s1gt'K'd to nm!ik che horror ofi1~ but 
neither the mou intH1sely dt•\Oul form of ~J)Iritualuy. nor the most prayer­
fi•lly oonfim>nt hopr. rroiC'C."I5 "' from thi' tt•rror. If Wf" (';til gvt through a 
Jifetilr)t" \\ i1hout that brok<·n thald bei••g our 0\\ n personal progeny. it is some­
intxprcssiblc grut!t·, but, non<·tlu•lt•~~J, "'-'do not ~·t dean a,,ay. For nlC, and 

t>\'ery St>nsicive- p<'rson, <''rry brokf'l) rhil<l i.s miut-. That death is n form of 
terror. C'au a rdigiou .!lf>Cak \p1ritunll.)' tO Ml<'ll a tiiHl" of letror an(l sa\e one's 
st>n-!W of nw·aning? \ Vhtn rlo{'S th:u cnk,·? 

EXPOSIT lOX 

Too oft<'n l'eligion has .sr>nlc<>u ,,. ich nn OJ)pc>'~it~ \'Oi('e. \ VP look to our 
sacred st~ l"ipturt"s fo•· 1 ht· word:. of c·ou~laliou :wd lto1x: and we fiud thc111 

tlwn· JWrv;•sivf'. hu1 m:my of tlu• word~t ill ,:arn·cl S('l'iptun·s c•x pn·.ss thrc>at 
and violen<"e. \Vestern C"uh urcs l lfw~ b(o(•n shaped by t•d igions th:H. at best. 
llav~ sounde-d unN~r1 11in lt'UIIIPl'tS. Jud1ti~ 1u , ('lwislinni ty. aml Isfan~ :u·e all 
fOrms of spi rinmlity anti r<'ligious pr.wtic·{' thnc dt• •·i"~ direnly from ;mcient 
lsrilelhc l'eligion. Anfl thilt ~¥11giow~ tnulitiot• ~'~l'e:\ l's " h it t'eltittrkable and 
disnppointing nmhiguity. It is my •·ouvklicm t llm tlw 1n11in p:;ydiU.\iUt:ial nnd 
poli ricai J:>•'Oblcm in tuodc•·u and pO~ltuO<I t' l'll euhu•·e al' iM-s from the apoca­
lypti<· wnrlc-1\'if'w willNi t<l us by th111 ruwic•nt 11111hib.,•ous n•ligiou. Frmn tlu; 
Hebrew Bible's earlirst c:HIPucr~ c·on•c· 1hc· &Ouuds of a \\Orld spli' a pan. Good 
ancJ evil an~ r:.nged ngain~t t'liC'h Oth<•r, nnd l'ruUJ t he outset tl•t'Y t:l rt> g iven 
f'OStniC' dimPnsions. Coorl and l"'\il quirkly bt'C"'inP God nnd df'\' il, :mrl dw 
real arena of the proble111 ~mh ll'ausc·<·udi"nt and htuce all...eorompass.iug. 
T hls ul timau- duali~m 1lwn l)loc'f.)IH('' tilt' m<Kh·l 'Ot t_•xpl•ining tlw meaning of 

e\'etything, and this S('hizot)hl"\'tlia i) int~rnalin"tt to the t•nronscio&ts le"el in 
t:\·ery 3SJ>t..-t"l of \Vc,h·rn ttl huN· and t·\~ry \ Ve.stt.·•·n person. It bt.'C'Omb the 
primnlaN"hPtyp<> of our ••nrl<'f""ltnnding. ffA('('ting a ~hi1..oid misunck>rstand­
tng of the real "ay things a,..,-.. 

Tlw llOtion that <·vii i~ C"()Suli(· 11n1l Lhnt n•ality is spli1. from thc­
rranscc-ndencal Je, el do" n 10 ou•· t'111piric:-nl exptrien('(>, is JH'ORmndly llllli'Ut', 

l 'hen4 is no t~vidcnC'It' Oil tlw b11~i~ of whic-h 10 conrlutlc. that tl•ere is such a 

thing ~s f'OSIIlK' ('\'il or 1 h~u '«ltnf' grAnd wru-fare ()("tW~I l good and evil. God 
and de' il, rages in the- unhi'J'M ... Ot' iu our JK."rsonal '"·wld'- \\'e h:he no data 
in wrms of wl1iC'h to t"'Ondudf• that :my t•\'il (•xi.,c..- in thh, world c•xc':<•pt chat 
whkh humattS do to <"aC"h othrr fro111 illn~)s. ignor:mc:-e. or ill \\ill. Tr3ge-dies 
happen, of rourw. ~fud ~licit·~ tull Columbia us. Ve.!ou' iu~ killed Homans in 

;9 c.& On J.1nuary '11, :JOOS, an 4:ar1hqu:tloie of 7.)3 ou the Rkhter S('alt" killed 
at ka.M 1'1 r:itixcn~ of ~lc·~ko. Childl't'n die daily ~nllt'\\ here. These are trag­
edit"s, bm 001 rosmi<' ("\. il. 11k')' arc" n·il in th:.t tlwy t .. rrori1.e :mrl 1ortnre 
humans. sc>mt'limes beyond \\hat IS Ml))portable. They are incon,eniences 
of thor body, mimi, or spirit. llfmt_•\·(.,, th" )uffi•ring uf thi.s \\orld arises from 

our oct ions or Otar failu~ to Mt, ('Utwr frorn inttdf>Q&mte or bad "ill. or from 
inadequate or bad infOrmation. or from madt.oquale or inefficient effort, or 
from lark ofJ>O"eror ability to do b(•tu·r or diffvr<'lltly. 

Humankind " C"aught in a y,orld that ('hallen~s u'J beyond our tfK'OUI· 
pldcly e\'oln."Cl hunmn (':lp.1dti<·"'· n ''orld 1n \\ hk-h our in('ap.-u:ity to mL'CI the 

challt>nge tur1lS nacur:11ly bnrll upon us \\ith nuel pain. If you do not ha''t" 
enough men to lift the.· bnr11 bt-:uu, it " 111 fall UJ)()n )'OU <llld ctush you. not 
l;wc·:auSf• tlw h€>.;Hn or lh<" \\Orld in\\ hic'h it finlC'tions i ~;~ ,.,.iJ, ur lx-<·ausc b:1rn 

t•aisiug is {'\il, but l>ccnu'l(' th<' c-hnllenge \\rib Mill beyond you. A Ulicrobe 
infect~ a b hHic of grn~'>' nuUlCht:d by tt cow whoM.' dangerous milk is of'H:red 
an infant ;md kills h im. C. t'"<'nt twhif•''<'lllt'nt fb r tlw p:m 1sitP. G rf>nt trngE"dy fOr 

the child a rul l1i'i IO\'c•d orw~-nOl l)<·,'Jh•Sc tht' wol"'d is t:Yil but be~.::ausc we 
h:w(' not yet inwginNI nn nfiN')utltr nwdi<':ll nHumgetuent of micr·obE.>s. 

So we live out OUI' <Juf•fH fb•· lllt'rtuiug, Sl>il'i lunlity, :and authentic •·eligio n 
in a wod rl oflnun nn ()nthos, vuhwrnhility, unrl 1-.aiu. T lwn · is nu way around 
that. It is SUI"Cl)' lh{' best or ni l pOiisiiJle worlds, IIOIIt'thele.ss. i 11 whiC'h mi .. 
C1'0bt:s, cows. b abies, fl nil thdr JUll'(·ut'l llr't· f••cc. :alth ou g•h imm~1tlu·e, in:ul­

e<Jl•ntP, inco~npiN<', ;nul C' tu hmg(•f'('d SJWd t•'l. T lw C'imllt•nges nrl? God-s i1:ed 
a ud 0111' •-esour<"i'S l'l f t• ouly luuunn. so tl1c 10~k rould easily becollte o , e,·­
wlu·llllin g. f"o r UUIII)' ic liOt·~. f'Or Jill or1 1~ it \\Ouh l ifwa• l'Ou ld find no c·o m­

f0rt aurl consobliou. T hf.' t rngir ttid(• of humnn exJ>erien('(', thel"f'fon.•, is 
greatly anti unnp('('~~~Jflrity cxnggt·rm•·d ''ht"n tht:" 111:tir• sources to wl•ich we 
Jook f<>r ronsol:uion and Nllp(m(·rntf'n l, om n·ligiQIIS tnulitions., "r{' inf<"sted 
\\ ith ambiguity. T he g••(·m~o·~t trA~'t'dy il'o •·digion that soum.ls tht LJ'um ptt of 
,·iolenf'P :mrl r-harnpio•u th(+ nWtllf)hors ()( ••bu.!.(', c~xJl lo itilliQn, le-galisms. and 
merely a rouditiouill grA('(>. 

.\\ ltnt·nticHu·tl Abt.l\t', tht· \\'t·,tt.·tn rdtg,iou<t tl'adition,!,., which gu back to 

rht> ancient lua<-lil<" l'('ligion of' the l l<.'b~" Dible. haw intNnaliud this ,;o .. 
lent u.e-taphor of tht.· c-o,rnK'-C'Ouk\t bct\\lTII l.ransce11dental good and~ il. It 
is an old pagan itlra thai d<'1"h<"S frotn anriNtt ~lro,opot:unian, Egyptian. and 



C:m.-anitt> l<•gend. reinfOrced by rhe apcwalyptidsm of Zoroastrian inAuPnn·s 
f'r·om {he six th cenwry n.c.E. This violent mewphol' of dh•ine warflu-e and of 
a God who kills his son has bet:Ome the t.:cntral metaphor or the £\•Jaste r Story 
of \Vestern <'ulwreo. 1t lws $e"ttled into the cente-r of the psythe of the com­
munities off.1ith '"e know as Judaism, Christianity. and ls1:wa. ·rhrough then) 
h has ~hapNI the nntonscions psyd loso<"·inl assumption.s of our t·ulture:;.. This 
set of Ul)c.~nstious apocalyptic assumptions fOrms 1he sources and sto1ge set 
f(u- wltm Wf: find meaningful in our cul tures.., from the violent game n1a(:hirH~S 

in thP. ;m::ulf'S our ceE.>n:tgers fre4:111ent to chf' anions of thP Jsl;unic Fund:t­
mentalists who f1 t:w ai•·planes into the \Vorld T rade Center. It il> a $hOrt 
psychospirituaJ stt-p from the vicar ious fOrms of wis hful mythic violence in 
the a•·cade m achiue to the n~ythit wishes that hurled gasoliue-ladeu flying 
nuu:hinC$ into tht: workplaor- of t ,,.<~nty tht>usand New Yorkt:rs. 

The hE>ro-touting movies. popular literatut-e, •uoney-making music. and 
crowd-gatheriug F'uudameutalisl TV e'·angelists are all pushiug the san~e 
:lJ)O<.'::lly ptic morleJ. C'osruic good and tnmsrenden tal evil Jtre dE:>pic:ted :ts 
being in ino•·tal 00)1\b:n on the battle fiel<ls of our politic--al policy, ou•· imerua­
tiomd reJations, m w sotial v~• lucs. ami our $piri tual (luCstS in the arena of the 
human heart . .\'1e.-nwhile, the truth is thm none of this is so. But how many 
of the mO\'ies produced in the last JO years '''ould have gaiued a uy tmdieu(:e 
t)f fhl<tndal .suc{'t>SS.. if tlwy hnd 119 t t·~plcyitf• cl this fn lse ~•po<·nlypti t· vi~ i(m? 

\\·'hat would h:ll>pen to a n)ovie thm simply lold the rfuth tha{ luun:liU afe up 
<l!,."::ins l' some massh·e challenges to tOnn a congenial world, safe fOr children 
~nd .-hose who love them? \Vho woul(lm:;.kP money<>~~ a fi lm th(lt refi1sPd the 
apocalyptic vision Ml(l ins tead ser befo•-e us the hardheaded e uigiUaS of the 
crt>:ltion of a more blessed world? 

Apocalyptic e ,·ar•gelistS) film p•-oducers, arc:ade machine IWr'\'eyors. design­
(•rs of tlw violent Oi.sncy vid<?().'.i, mul tho:w. F'und;mHmt.alist Islamic terrorists 
are all in the sam<> category in terms of the unconsdous met:lpho•·s by which 
they a•-e shapt:d, to whi(:h they appeal, and that they <.xmstanLiy reinfort>e in 
our(ulturf's. Moreover, the M::-ster Story from whirh they (!(>rive their un('on­
scious u~etaphol's is the tl'adiliou of \ Vc;ostet•u religio•)S: Jndaism. Clwistianity, 
Hnd Islam. 'fh<! \Vcst<"~rn world will n<~<"CJ to d<:Ciclc wh(~ther it wish<:S to changt: 
this destructive stol'y and irs vicious core metaphol's, or continuE' fO wr~k 
iuc:reasiug psychospitilual havoc: nJX>n itseJf until the melaphor l>t'OOn l t~S so 
JWrvnsiw thnt w~ will all tee I relie\'etl with tlw imtwnding prospect of ;;. final 
cataclysmicA nn;~geddou,dosi,~gout history. Does this seern 13r-fetched? It is 
tile pollpablc ,·ision of the Z ionist Christian Fundam<:ntalists ~md Evang<!lic;tiS, 
of the Islamic terrorists, and can it not be of fhe Israeli Z ionists who would 
l'athe•· tight than swilch? Such tOll~ are sc.·ious and siute1'C about lheir ' ' ision 
and an~<]l t i t<>St lre t ltf'y an• clos<~r to Gvd's t r11th than any ofdw n::st of l i S wlto 
sec!( spiritual authenticity and religious iulegrity and peace. T he me taphor of 
cosmi•· p>,ril and violeur.E" lms t11lien over tlwir nmtf>r. 

It is of gn~:u int~rPS1 that \ Vf>stt--rn n~ligions ar~ tlw m:;ti () IH)ri<~nwd 

religions. In this regard they differ greatly from the spil'il and style of the 
histOI'iC Eastern religions.. l linduism. BuddhiSIIl, and Contlu::i<•n i.~ •n . Ea))tern 
religions are charncter ized by :;. movenwnt inward, while \~'estern religions 
tend to externalize theil' values iu sociocultural influences. 'fhe iuw::wd­
ori<~ntf:d l"<·ligions of Asi~t tmd lmlia t:•nphasiz<' t he imporumcl~ ofirufividm·•l 
and intrinsic- spil'ltualiry that moves tow:wd tl':lnscenden«' of self: sociery. 
ancl world. The outward-:tcting n~l igions <>f tlw \Vt:st t>mpha.size humnn l"f'­
sponsibi1ity tOr the sllape and functi011 of socie1y. and {end to nwke etllical 
d~•ims in the name o f religion and •-eligions· God. This e xtrinsic spirituality 
is :u-Jvamngeous in many ways. esped:~lly in tenus of :~ttempts :u m:~.n;~g­

ing H)atetial resou•-ces fo•· lhe enhanoeu)erH of the 111:nel'ial cowfo•·t. s..1fety, 
hc;~lth, and qut~lity of hmnan life. Om~ m:t:ds only t'Xnn pare tlu- S<:wc•r systl"nlS 
of In e-lla and the Uni{ed States to discern che difference a sodally re-sponsible 
extrin.sic: spirituality maltes oomp<ll't:d with an individualistic, inte .-iorizing 
tran.s<.'f>n<.IPntal r<"liglon. 

However, the unde•·side of this very san1e extl'insic and acliou-<>l'ie,n ed 
nature of th<: \Ve~t<!rn rd igions t:arric:s w ith it tl1e mons trous d;"lngt:r that 
externalizing {he metaphors <tnd models of ai){)Calypti<' religion into culture 
building and soda) fimction produces e nol'mous I'Otential for violence at both 
t!W i T~divi<lunl and l)9<'it~tnl !<"v<:ls. If tlw wnr!d is n ~tag<.~ f()l" thf~ cosmic l,mttl c~ 

be twt'en good and evil, God and devil. rne-diated 1hrough human ;~gency, hu .. 
1 11 ~ml> who want t6 undertal>e what they consiJer l"t:S}>Onsible co• • rse~ of at­
tiO)) Me lil<ely to ··esort to viol(>nce to win the war fo•· God and the good. £ach 
higf•ly moti,·.-u<:d re ligionis t Cfmteiv<!s of his or h<!r •·eligio-tultunll stan<:<: to 

be the OJle ch:n is on God's side. Thus those who h:we {he posture of one of 
the o the•· ac."tiou religiohs te nd to be l>laced in the •-eligio-cuhul'al categol'y 
o f tlw evil on<>:- tlw otlwr s i(IP of cht: t·us:mi<· n wAict. Thus F'und:tmt~ntn1ist 

.Muslims feson to terfor to oppose the inAuen«s of Amel'ican culture and 
polit it al p•-esence in their wol'ld. the generally lK!Cu);"!r characte•· of whkh is 
irlentifie:ct wich C'hristinn or Judeo-Christitm tnulitions.. lt was tlwse people­
who assassiJ)ated An,\ a•· Sadat f0f his itH:liwnion toward Amedc.Tu polit~y 
and row.-nl p<'l'lt:c. 

So also Funda•n{'nt<llist Jews tend to sid(' wich the aggressi, ·e right-wing 
I'Oiitics iu ls faeJ today and demouize the Pa1estinian activists as belong­
ing to tlw c,n~mi~s of God and God's p('()p l~. It w~s such Jews who assassi­
nated Rabin because of his quest for pE>ac."..e and reconciliation. (I) like n)a,wel', 
Anwrirnn F'undame nt;•list Christi::lns support Zionist r:auses. not bec:tusP 
they ho ld to the Ofigiual Z ionist J>•'itlcipJes. but because they believe that 
doing so lmrric:s th<'~ onsl~t of t he ultimate t ()nAiN b<:tw(:<~n the~ <·:tuSt: of God, 
identified with their fofm of Christianity. and che cause oft he devil, idemified 
w ith Muslim religion and politics. Theil· aUibiLion is to l>~'t:Cipitate the ulti­
matE.> conAic•t, bringiug t h{> wo rld imo::. cmndystnic Uattl<" o f Annagf'ddon. 
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This prosp<·'<:t is of high v<~lne to thes~ Christian F'und:im<~ntnli.s~ lwcause 
they a•-e Slll'e t hat the linal bnule will e nd the t •·avail of history as we lmow 
it with its cosmic conAict, it will defeat the power$ of th(: de:vil, and it wlH 

bring Jesus, as "the Son of i\·1an, o rl the d ouds o f he(lven, with all the Holy 
Augels_. iu the glol'y ol' his F·ather:· It will give liS a new hea,•e.f• and a uew 
Cllrth, d<•voitl of tlu: tiring cosmit· co nAit·t. 

All tlwec- of these action .. ot•iemed \·Vestern religions have- a common psy .. 
chologit::•l net:d and archetylx::. It is that o f the q uest for a 6nal solution. Tllis 
is no t just the final solotion to prPsf?nt p r::trticl'll polilic'nl or S(>c i <~ l probl~•ns. 

not simply the fl nal solution lO •n isunde•·standings between Jew$ and Arabs. 
not even t he fi nal solution to high tlue~t levels in the;> oily Midd le Et~st, nor 
the defin iti"e final soh1cion co disagtet':lfleiUS betweelt Em·ope, Asia, and 
Amt:ri(:a o n how to s hcplwrd 1 he: world to pt•ac:c ~md prosp<!rity. This is nut 
a conscious level quest for a stn.tt(>gy of political and social well·being. lt is 
an unconsc:ious ufge, a psychological desperation, a sociO)JOii tical lust fOr 
the final solmion to thP •.mderlying ('Osmic c;onAin bPtwePil Gorl nnrl devil, 
between all things good and aU things evil. 

If you aslu:d hmmm IJeing.s on the s tret:ts of our <:ities if this is thd r need 
nnd hunger. most would nof be conscious of this as the ciri\'er behind their 
enthusiasu• tOr the c-auses they espouse. Nouetheltss, it is Ltue fo1· religionists 
mal s<~·uh1risrs tllil>c. Tilt> d t>(.o:p-strut· tu rc;. dri\'PrS (·)(-'hinrl tJu;. institutiom1l11nd 

societal violence in our \Vestern culture-political and economic u1anipula• 
tion and military action-are tht: psychological an::ht:typt!$ that- compel us to 
lunge tOr those;> final solu tions. E;u·h w"r is the war co encl <~ ll w<Jrs-~hhough 

it never does and never will. These deep-srructul'e psychological at•cheryJX'S 
are s h(l_ped l>y the feligious models ofviolem cosmic oonftic.-t that derive fron1 
audent ls.-ae lire 1'eligious nat•t•arives i1~ the Bible :tll(l lie a t the co•·e of all 
\ Vtster n 1"<'1igions.. This lust nnd lu ngt• f(w finnl solutions express the w<•ari­
ness of \Vesrenl luuo:.mity under the btu•den ofrhe cosmic--conflict model of 
n~ality. It is a tailure of ver"e and a failure o f nen·t: in the \Ve~t . It t~x presse~ 
a \tniversaJ unconsd ous longing to get out from unrle;>r this religio-c;uhur(l) 
bu.-deu. I t is a lof•gillg fo•· tht~ eud-aud tO.- the l'elieJ'of death. 

C ON C L USION 

T he central problem with whkh we are perpetually foi<.-ed throughout tlu:­
worlrl today. g iven the prominen t inflt1ence of\Vest<"rn c•ul tu rP ue;~rJy every­
whe•-e ou this plane t. is colnJ'Iex but re latively easy to ou rline. As we noted, it 
i~ r t'>Otcd in t ht: con: m(:tnphor of n violent <'osmic l:omcst ht:twcc-n g<>Od and 
evil in terms of which all of r-eality is consciously " iewed nnd that is de1'i'•ed 
ti-om tht: a ncient ls:rael it<: root of all of our •·eligious. This uu'!tapho•· appeals 
to our primal c-ontm\nl:'d sur\'i\'<JI instincts ;md feP<ls those~ :tggr~ssive c-lrivf's, 
giviJ•g tOrm to nnconscious psy<'hological archetypes .-egar-ding ns \'e •·sus 

thmn. t1u>se on tlw side of God anti the> gvod w rsus thosP on tlu~ sidc- of 
evil and the demonic. This set of Mchetypes ptolllpts the lust for comfort 
and sal~ty gained by forte: politital, economic. or mil itary; and the lunge for 
<tn tthim;u€' resohu ion by (~'ttaclys•n-an apocalyptk dea.th wish. This is t1 

pat•tkularly obsc:('ne state of anbil's, since the toot hypothesis is e1't'Oueous. 
Thf•rc is no r<".ason to d .-.im that thc~n· is Sut:h a thing as unwlogic·al t:vil in 
this world, and the re is no e ,•idence tOr a transcendental cosmic conflin . 
There a!'e jus t tonuuunities of inadequate, ignorant, and s id\ humans t••ying 
ro fi nd their way to meaning in a world of rnrl i ~;.1l freedo•n. (X>nsJ·:wt g rowth, 
the perpetual change attendant upon growth, and the per"asive pain that ac­
rommod:.ting c..~hange (l)w:.ys brings. 

Sonte yea,·s ago, I atn told, the carcoon editot• or the K~wsas City S!.fJI' r-e­
tir(·d. l-I t~ hacl st~rvctl a long lif<!t ime career l(>r thm pt•pCr, and th<!)' honon:cl 
him wlth "COI\gratulmory dinner. l-Ie had wie lded a particularly cynical and 

acetbit~ pen all his long yea•·s as a cartoonist, sevt:l'ely Ja(:erating t he pompos­
ity, prt>snmpttiOUSil<:'SS, n:~rcissism. ;u::quisitivf•uess, (lnd ge nPral bn_rl lll:tn ners 
of humanity. Now, at his dinne.- he was expected to make some me•norable 
remarks. They asl>t:d him to conm1l:nt upon what I n~ really thought of the 
human race. He simply sajd, "'I think we ought to be ld nd to it. It is the only 
one we've got!" I thinl~ it i.s time 10 •· us l O beghl to treat and uu1'ture the 
human rae(;' anrl its pi lgrim~ge wit h gf;nth>l\indness 1md enticing nurtur.-; hy 
pi'Oviding i t a vision oflite as an intriguing. though painti1l, g1·owth quest, in 
the congenial environment of shnple pleasures, consoling lo"e, and amazing 
gr:.ce. ·ro do chis we must rirl ourselves on(·e and tOr all of the g re:1.t I if'. \ VP 
111ust ll':tnsc-eud rhe awful betrayal il', our eadiesc l'eligious rf•etaphors that 
make us feel unconsciously cha.t weal'<" up ag:.inst cosmic e" il, divi•le thre:tt, 
inheren( t3ilure, insu•·wouutable guilt, final •·esolu tion by cala1nity and ('.ala­
dysm. ancl ultinmte :wlf-inAiC'tt>d clis;•stc~r. Thilt is not tlw nw;mi ug of t hings. 
The meaning is in g •·owth and g ra<..':(', 
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